MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK
Saturday 10th February

(first Mass of Sunday)

18.00

Maria Velarde’s Intention

St Edmund’s

Sunday 11th February

6th Sunday of the Year (p720)

08.30
10.30
10.30
15.00
18.00

Helen Saunders Intention
Marion Fleming’s Intention
Mary Josephine Dove†
Adoration & Benediction
George Islip †

St Edmund’s
St Edmund’s
Our Lady’s, Lawshall
St Edmund’s
St Edmund’s

Monday 12th January

Feria

07.30

Teresa & Brian Everitt’s Intention

St Edmund’s

Tuesday 13th February

Feria

08.50
09.30

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Helen Saunders Intention

St Edmund’s
St Edmund’s

Wednesday 14th February

ASH WEDNESDAY

10.00
St Edmund’s
Michael Farrow †
followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
19.30
St Edmund’s
Mary De Roeper’s Intention

Thursday 15th February

Lent Feria

19.30

Ben & Elizabeth Gunter †

St Edmund’s

Friday 16th February

Lent Feria

09.30
10.15
19.00

Pearl Bouttell †
Anne Dove †
Stations of the Cross

St Edmund’s
Our Lady’s, Lawshall
St Edmund’s
Saturday 17th February
10.00
St Edmund’s
18.00
St Edmund’s

Lent Feria
Paul Carver †
Fr Bill Mason †

MASSES AT ‘MONTANA’ GREAT BARTON
Sunday 10.30; Monday - Saturday 08.15;
FORTHCOMING SPECIAL LANGUAGE MASSES
Saturday 17th February Polish Mass at 16.00 at St Edmund’s.
Sunday 18th February Malayalam Mass at 16.00 at St Edmund’s.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Wednesday after 10.00 Mass; Saturday 10.30—11.00 & by appointment
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LOOKING FORWARD to LENT
'WHO IS THIS MAN?'
For Christians this is the most
important question in human history. He asked his followers, "Who
do the crowds say I am?" and,
more importantly, "Who do you say
I am?”
Would you like to rediscover or deepen your relationship with
Jesus, your Lord, Saviour and friend? If so, the gospel study course
'Who Is This Man?' is for you.
It is an interactive walk-&-talk-through dramatization of Luke's Gospel and Pentecost,
and St Paul's teachings on the person of Jesus Christ. Slides and music are an
integral part of the presentation. The course will run on Wednesday evenings from 7
to 9 pm in the Crypt for 14 weeks, throughout Lent, Easter & Pentecost. The first
meeting will be on Wednesday 21st February.
All over 15 years of age are welcome. Bring a friend and experience anew the joy of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, God the Father's unconditional love, & the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
The cost of the course is £2, to cover the cost of printing the text, which will be yours
to keep. There will be a 15 minute interval each evening, so please feel free to bring
goodies to share!
Looking forward to meeting you all,
Paul Ryan, Course Leader.

PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISH
FOR OUR SICK: Sue & Tony Aldous, Imelda Brown, Ann Campbell, Gerald Curry, Pat
Dowson, Bea Edgar, Helen Edrupt, Nicolette Finch, Malcolm & Janis Fincham Jacques, Sr
Flora, Marion Fitzgibbons, Teresa Gleeson, Rita Grimer, David Higgins, Patti Hickson,
Donald Hunt, Priscilla Lupton, Francis Nisbett, Dee Peters, Richard Reid, Bernard Reynolds, Claire Robinson, Mary de Roeper, David Smeeth-Cardy, Evelyn Stirling, Yohanan
Suraj, Jason Stronza, Shelagh Szulc, Robin Taylor, Susan Toole, John Triggs, Tim Udall,
Pauline Wells, Romayne Wright, Jim Whyte. May the Lord bring them comfort and healing.
FOR EVELYN RIORDAN who died recently. May she rest in peace and the Lord bring
comfort to her family and friends.
FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE AT THIS TIME. Richard Fairey, John
Jennings, Acioli Pariz Junior, John Cullen, Mary Keating, John Ford, Michael Farrow,
Catherin Johnson, Gerard Blaney, Anthony Sheridan, William Murphy Gladys Dennis,
Freda Eede, Edmund Briffa de St Vincent, Catherine Dury.

THANK YOU for your generosity last week. You gave £1572.12 in the collection
and £655 in standing orders and £173.00 from Lawshall.
GOING INTO HOSPITAL? If you are, PLEASE let us know other-wise the Chaplain will not
know you are there; the only way we can find you is if you tell us, so please let us know if you
would like a visit. If you or one of your relatives needs a priest in emergency, i.e. imminent
danger death, please ask a member of staff to ring the switchboard & bleep the Catholic
Chaplain. We have the pager with us at all times.
HELPING HANDS’ GROUP if you are, or know of anyone who is housebound,
lonely or in need of practical help, shopping, changing a light bulb etc, or just a visit,
or a lift to the doctors etc., contact Sue Fullman 488147 or Mike Sinnott 764236.

THE REPOSITORY is open after Wednesday 10.00 Mass, 10.30 & 18.00 Sunday
Masses for cards, statues, gifts, Sunday Missals, gifts etc.
STOREHOUSE FOODBANK supplies between 4 and 8 families every day
with enough food for three meals for three days. Donations can be placed in
the box in the narthex of the Church. Personal toiletries (incl toothpaste)
Long Life milk, Pasta Sauce, Breakfast Cereals, incl porridge, tinned
vegetables (incl potatoes) and biscuits, fresh sliced bread and tinned
meat are needed every day. Thank you to all at St Edmund’s for your support.
CHURCH CLEANING. Help is always needed. If you can help, please turn up after
07.30 Mass or after the school run. Tea and warm welcome guaranteed.
STAMPS. Many thanks to all who have given stamps over the past few years. Guide Dogs
for the Deaf have decided to no longer use this fundraising method. The box will be
removed from church porch during February. Please note Oxfam take used stamps

might help to supply this need, please do let me know. It is something I think we should
explore!
During the afternoon we visited the homes of parishioners who live
around the compound. Many are old friends, all are open to making
new friends and the welcome in each home is always warm and generous despite their very obvious
poverty. Once again the power
of spectacles to change lives
was apparent. Some cannot
read—but they do sew!
The evening took us once more to a Student Centre—
named after Mgr Tep Im. Dinner
was preceded by a display of traditional and classical Khmer Dance.
Here a young dancer is dancing in the traditional Blessing Dance. The
blessing she scatters are for all of you!
At Tep Im around 40 students pursue their studies—coming from all
over north west Cambodia. Most of them are at university or college.
Some are orphans, some are from poor homes and families. All are
enthusiastic and hardworking, with a daily programme that begins at
5.30! Dinner, cooked by them was delicious. Ice cream, provided by
us, was much appreciated! Lots of fun.
Sunday we celebrated Mass with the local community, in a Liturgy
marked by the enthusiastic and beautiful singing of all, but particularly the young. Fr. Manoj
welcomed the East Anglians, who had increased in number with the arrival of the group from
St. Mary’s Ipswich. With faltering Khmer, I tried to pass on your greetings—and judging by
the response, succeeded—at least to a point!
Fr. Ros, a contemporary at seminary with Fr Peter Sok Na, took us out to
the communities for which he is responsible later in the day at the newly
developing church at Snaeng and at the more established community at
Pailin on the Thai border. In
both places, the Prefecture has a
particular emphasis one
educating the young, and despite
the primitive conditions at Snaeng, the children,
who were mainly Buddhist, were enthusiastic and
welcoming.
The journey to Pailin takes 2 hours and so we returned late at night—having been fortified
with a delicious meal provided by the Marist Brothers. The next day we made the 6 hours
journey to Phnom Penh where we met up with Fr Sok Na. But more of that next week!!

TWINNING VISIT 2018 - BATTAMBANG

Our packed schedule meant that we weren’t even able to nod
off during the journey to Battambang. As we passed through
the dusty town of Svay Sisophon, which is twinned with North
Walsham Parish in Norfolk, we stopped at the shrine alongside
the road which marks the spot where Bishop Kike’s predecessor
was martyred along with an Australian journalist and his wife.
Mgr Tep Im and his companions were taken by the Khmer
Rouge and told they were being forcibly deported to Thailand.
Instead, having left the community at Chomnaom (twinned with St. Mary’s, Ipswich) they
were summarily shot and their bodies left to rot at the side of the road. Their remains have
never been found, but a simple shrine now marks the spot and the Prefecture financially
supports a neighbouring school in his memory.
We then moved on to the village of Nikum—where as
one of the first projects of our Diocesan Twinning, a
Kindergarten had been built. The community was
founded by two women who were baptised in the refuge camps during the war. When they returned to
their isolated village they kept their faith going by
meeting in their homes to pray the rosary. When they
heard that priests had returned to Battambang in
1998, they set off to let them know of their existence. A lively and growing community now
serves the village, working alongside the monks from the neighbouring Pagoda. It was good
to visit once more and meet up once again with such inspiring people. Somewhat paradoxically the children were treated to sweets (which they devoured) and a supply of toothbrushes! The standard of dental health does appear to be improving however!
Saturday began with a visit to the unexpectedly named ‘La Paloma’ on
the outskirts of the city. Here a community of around 24 disabled
young people live, study work and play. It is always a really joyful
place to visit, and Wen who met us as we arrived, began to show
everyone around. Although most of us had been before, there were
lots of new developments, including the extended and still developing
factory which gives work and experience to young people of whom
around 50% are ‘disabled’. During our visit, our discussions led us to
the decision to explore the possibility of working at creating a
partnership between our schools and the factory to
provide
ethically traded school jumpers, with
logos at a competitive price for parents. As to
quality - M & S have been customers already!
Wen also spoke to us of his work, as Co-Ordinator for English Studies. This
remarkable young man has just set up an English Library but is in urgent
need of donated books. If you feel interested and able to explore how we

THIS WEEK
SUNDAY 11th FEBRUARY
20.00 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open.
WEDNESDAY 14th FEBRUARY
ASH WEDNESDAY. Mass at St. Edmund’s 10.00 & 19.30
FRIDAY 16th FEBRUARY
20.00 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open.
SATURDAY 17th FEBRUARY
20.00 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open. Bingo 20.00
SUNDAY 18th FEBRUARY
14.00 - 15.00 BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS in the Crypt.
16.30 - 17.45 CONFIRMATION CLASSES continue in the Crypt
20.00 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open. Bingo 20.00
ENCOUNTER JESUS - Come and spend some time with Jesus in the B l e s s e d
Sacrament in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Enjoy 45 minutes of praise followed
by 45 minutes of quiet adoration. All are welcome to come and pray in a relaxed
atmosphere for the whole time or just a few minutes, - whatever you can manage.
Monday 19th February, 20.00 in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Further details
from Clare 07868 371557.

LENTEN SOUP LUNCHES

12.30—13.30
every Wednesday from 21st February until 28th March.
Please do come along to the Presbytery for some delicious
homemade soup whilst helping others with your donation!!

QUIZ NIGHT
SATURDAY 24th FEBRUARY

Join our Quiz Night in the Crypt at 19.30 hosted by John
Shepherd, followed by Supper and a 50/50 Raffle! You can
enter a team of 6/8 people or if you are an individual we will
put you with a team! Entry is £5 per person and forms
available from the back of church. Money must be handed
into the Presbytery by Monday 19th February! Please come!
It promises to be a night of fun and good food!

PASTORAL LETTER
OF
THE RIGHT REVEREND ALAN HOPES
BISHOP OF EAST ANGLIA
February 10/11 2018
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
When I was an auxiliary bishop in Westminster, I was privileged to make a pastoral visit to
Liberia, an African country that was just coming out of eighteen years of civil war.
One day I travelled with the priests of the Mission Station, where I was staying, to visit a village
which was four hours away and in the middle of nowhere. It was cut off from the rest of civilisation. The people living there were both Christian and Muslim. Each one was suffering from
leprosy. They had been placed there so that the rest of the world would be sheltered from their
disfigurements and the possibility of infection. Every week the Catholic Mission drove to the
village to celebrate Mass and the sacrament of the Sick. At the same time a surgery was opened
to provide the necessary drugs and advice. Most of all, however, the team brought acceptance,
love and healing into the lives of those most marginalised of God’s people.
We do not hear much about leprosy in the developing world anymore. Thank God it is now
treatable and often curable. In the time of the Lord, however, leprosy was an appalling stigma. It
not only meant suffering from a terrible and disfiguring disease. It also meant being put outside
the town and being ostracised by all. It also meant religious death – excluded from the religious
life of Israel and any contact with God. He must live outside the camp, the law stated in our first
reading. And until a person was pronounced clean by the priest, that is where he or she
remained.
At a deeper level, the words outside the camp, describe the fate of fallen humanity. We were
cast out of Paradise through the sin of Adam and Eve. Sin has made us spiritual lepers. Like
leprosy which deadens sensation in the nerves, sin deadens our sensitivity to God’s will. Like
leprosy which, when untreated, can cause a person to lose a limb or even go blind, so sin unchecked, can grow in our lives until we can lose God’s grace and friendship – until we can no
longer see him with the eyes of faith.
Just as leprosy is now curable so is the Fall and resulting sin. Jesus Christ came into our world
as our High Priest to pronounce us all clean. But first he became our Sacrifice to make us clean.
It is by the shedding of his blood on the Cross that we are made whole and our life in Him is
renewed.
There is a paradox in how this works! In today’s Gospel, Our Lord heals the leper so that he
might once again be restored to the community. But it is Christ himself who ends up taking the
place of the leper, forced to live outside, like an unclean person. The Gospel tells us that Jesus
could no longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in places where nobody lived.
And Jesus does the same for us. In order to become the healing sacrifice for our sins, Christ was
crucified like a criminal outside the city of Jeusalem on the hill of Golgotha. Through his death
and resurrection, we are restored to God’s friendship and have the potential to enter the eternal
city of heaven as redeemed citizens.
This is the wonderful mystery of God’s grace!

We shall soon celebrate this great mystery of the Lord’s Passion, Death and Resurrection in
Holy Week. But first, as we enter the holy season of Lent, we are given the opportunity to
prepare for this mystery.
Lent is a time when we are asked to do three things in particular a little better: prayer,
fasting, giving alms. I am sure you will hear more from your priest how you can be helped to
do this in your parish.
Whatever we do for Lent, remember to show the same love and compassion to those on the
margins of society that Jesus shows for the leper in today’s Gospel and for us as he offers
himself for us on the Cross. It is important that we are merciful just as God has been merciful
to us.
I hope you will particularly remember to help the two Diocesan supported Lenten charities Aid to the Church in Need in their work of helping Christians to rebuild their lives and
communities in Syria and Iraq, and Don’t Screen us out which supports families of children
with Down’s Syndrome. Lent is also a good time to remember those people that you may
have put on the margins of your life and need your attention and compassion.
There is a fourth thing to put on that list of three. I encourage you all to make a resolution to
go to the sacrament of Confession this Lent. Confession is a bringing of our spiritual leprosy
to the Lord, who is both our Sacrifice and our great High Priest.
In this Sacrament, he accepts us and loves us, he forgives us and heals us, he pronounces
us clean as it were, and reintegrates us into the life of his Church. No sin is too great for his
mercy. No infection of our soul is too far developed for his compassionate and expert hands
to heal. Let us come to him during these weeks of preparation and say to him: Lord, if you
want to you can cure me! And we will hear him say to us: of course I want to! Be cured!
Please pray for me and be assured of my good wishes and prayers for a truly blessed Lent
as we once again prepare to celebrate the mystery of our redemption in
Holy Week and Easter.
Yours devotedly in Christ,
Bishop of East Anglia

St Edmund’s Youth Ministry
Get together
Saturday 24th February 16.00—18.00
in the Crypt.
Ages 14+ are all welcome. Bring a friend
Getting to know each other, shared food, music, games and a film

