
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Wednesday after 10.00 Mass; Saturday 10.30—11.00 & by appointment 

         MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

 

 

  Saturday 18th November  (first Mass of Sunday) 
 18.00  St Edmund’s  Nicola Macey’s Intention 
 
 
 

 Sunday 19th November    33rd Sunday of the Year (p590)  

 08.30  St Edmund’s  Jacqueline Sumner †  

10.30    St Edmund’s  Biggs & Higgins Families † 

10.30  Our Lady’s, Lawshall Fr Bryan Houghton † 

18.00  St Edmund’s  For the Parish 
 
 

Monday 20th November   St Edmund King & Martyr  
18.30  St Edmund’s  Deanery Mass   
 
 

Tuesday 21st November  Presentation of BVM 
09.30  St Edmund’s  Conor Michael † 

09.30  Our Lady’s, Lawshall Anne Marginson †   
    

Wednesday 22nd November St Cecilia 

10.00  St Edmund’s  Head Family † 

10.30—12.00 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
 

Thursday 23rd November Feria 
19.30  St Edmund’s  Requiem Mass for Fr Bill Mason † 
 
 

Friday 24th November  St Andrew Dung-Lac & Comps 

 11.30  St Edmund’s  Requiem Mass for Fr Bill Mason 

No Mass at Lawshall 
 

 

Saturday 25th November  Our Lady on Saturday 
10.00  St Edmund’s  Rosamund Kirby-Johnson † 

18.00  St Edmund’s   Vale & Louisa’s Intention 
 

 
 
 

MASSES AT ‘MONTANA’ GREAT BARTON 
 

Sunday 10.30;  Mon - Sat 08.15;  
 
 

 

FORTHCOMING SPECIAL LANGUAGE MASSES 
 

Saturday 2nd December Malayalam Mass at 16.00 at St Edmund’s. 

Saturday 16th December Polish Mass at 16.00 at St Edmund’s. 
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Sunday 19th November 2017  -  33rd Sunday of the Year -  Year A 

‘TOUCHING’ ST EDMUND 
 

Pilgrimage is an important and recurrent feature in our Christian history 
(and in other religions).  To what is the pilgrim travelling?.  Often, as in the 
case of our own town, the end of the pilgrimage was the shrine of a Saint: 
the place where the body of the saint (in part or as a whole) was buried or 
are enshrined; the place where objects associated with the saint are       
conserved; or a place associated with a certain chapter of the saint’s life.  In 
the case of Bury St Edmund’s it was the former.  The great Abbey, still   
impressive even in its ruined state, was effectively the Shrine to which his 
already revered body was removed at the beginning of the 10th century, 

just some 30 years after his martyrdom. 
 

But why, did people travel, sometimes long and difficult journeys to this place?  Why do people 
still journey to shrines of saints?  The answer is not simple—and indeed may be different for    
different people.  However, a common feature is the desire to be near something, or someone 
that is believed to be holy.  The non-believer will often say, ’Show me!  Then I will believe.’     
Indeed, St Thomas, when told by his fellow disciples that they had seen the risen Lord Jesus, 
reacted in the same way! (John 20: 24-29) 
 

In martyrs such as Edmund, we have an eloquent witness to Christ. Touched by the crucified and 
risen Christ, through his love and study of the Sacred Scriptures and his reception of the         
Sacraments of the Church, including the Mass in which we participate today, Edmund was able 
to follow Christ to the Cross—certain that with Christ he would be raised to eternal life.   In      
drawing close to him through pilgrimage to sites associated with his very real life and to the place 
where his bones were enshrined, our forebears drew close to him.  Here they 
drew inspiration from his example and strength from his prayers. 
 

Despite the ravages of the Reformation, we can still draw close to Edmund in 
this town and the surrounding Suffolk villages associated with him; in the     
Abbey ruins  and in this Church dedicated to his honour which houses a     
fragment of his bone, and some of the wood of the oak tree associated with his 
death and which fell around the 1,000 anniversary of his death.   
 

May St Edmund continue to inspire us and pray for us that we may be worthy 
of his heroic example of Christian faith. 

With every blessing, Fr Mark. 
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HELPING HANDS’ GROUP if you are, or know of anyone who is housebound, lonely 
or in need of practical help, shopping, changing a light bulb etc, or just a visit, or a lift to 
the doctors etc., contact Sue Fullman 488147 or Mike Sinnott 764236.   

THE REPOSITORY is open after Wednesday 10.00 Mass, 10.30 & 18.00 Sunday 
Masses for cards, statues, gifts, Sunday Missals, gifts etc.    

PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISH 
FOR OUR SICK: Sue & Tony Aldous, Jade Asbury, Imelda Brown, Gerald Curry, Pat Dowson, 
Bea Edgar, Helen Edrupt, Nicolette Finch, Malcolm & Janis Fincham Jacques, Sr Flora, Marion 
Fitzgibbons, Monica Gittings, Teresa Gleeson, Rita Grimer, David Higgins, Patti Hickson, Donald 
Hunt, Priscilla Lupton, Francis Nisbett, Dee Peters, Richard Reid, Bernard Reynolds, Claire     
Robinson, Mary de Roeper, David Smeeth-Cardy, Evelyn Stirling, Yohanan Suraj, Jason Stronza, 
Shelagh Szulc, Robin Taylor, Katie Thomas, Susan Toole, John Triggs, Tim Udall, Pauline Wells, 
Romayne Wright, Jim Whyte. May the Lord bring them comfort and healing.   
 

FOR FR BILL MASON whose Requiem Mass is on Friday at 11.30. May he rest in peace.  
 
 

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE AT THIS TIME:  Fr Bryan Houghton, Jacqueline 
Sumner, David Madge, Eileen King, Winifred Wickham, Bessie Tierney, George MacManus, Katie 
Powell, Henry Smith, Eliza Griffiths, Thomas Webb, Frederick Sawyer, Kathleen Watson, Ethel 
Coughlin, Bill Silvester.  

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? If you are, PLEASE let  us know  other-wise the  Chaplain will not 
know you are there; the only way we can find you is if you tell us, so please let us know if you 
would like a visit. If you or one of your relatives needs a priest in  emergency,   i.e. imminent 
danger death, please ask a member of staff to ring the switchboard & bleep the Catholic       
Chaplain. We have the pager with us at all times.   

THANK YOU for your generosity last week. You gave £1416.29 in the collection  
and £625 by standing orders and £207.07 from Lawshall.   
Building Fund Draw winners October: J & H D’Mello £100; K Matter £59.50 
 

CARDS FOR GOOD CAUSES will be open for the sale of charity Christmas cards in Olivia 
Benn on Angel Hill, until 18th December, Monday-Saturday, 10am-4pm.  

CHRISTMAS FAYRE on Sunday 3rd December after morning Masses. If you would like a 
Stall, please contact Loraine on 01284 702274 or 07599 911812. 

PARISH ADVENT CAROL SERVICE Friday 8th December, 19.00. A selection of Music 

and Readings leading us towards the celebration of Christmas, led by the adults and young 
people of our Saturday Evening Choir.  Followed by Mulled Wine & Mince Pies in the Crypt.  

UNUSED CHRISTMAS CARDS WANTED. Deacon Alan will distribute them, for use by those 
in custody at HMP Highpoint. Please hand in at the Presbytery if you can help. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  

 If you are able to help with Children’s Liturgy on Sundays during 10.30 
Mass, please contact Fr Mark. Until we have more help CHILDREN’S 
LITURGY will take place on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month only.   

 Help is also urgently needed for the Faith Club, Fridays, 15.30—16.30. 
Please contact  Hedwige 732064 if you can help. 

READERS WORKSHOP 
 

All readers,  
and  

those who would like  
to become readers at Mass,  
are invited to a workshop.  

 
 
 

 

There will be two opportunities to attend in order to give as many people as 
possible the chance to come along.   
The first will be on MONDAY 27th NOVEMBER 7pm  meeting in the Presby-
tery and the second will be held on SATURDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2pm 
(please note change of date) , again starting at the Presbytery but at 2pm.  
After a cup of tea or coffee we will then move to the chapel and the church. 
As both sessions will be the same, it is only necessary to attend one       
workshop. You will have the chance to meet other readers, look again at 
this wonderful ministry we share, build confidence and share tips and 
guidance. We hope that every reader, or prospective reader, will do 
their utmost to attend one of the workshops prior to being re commis-
sioned later in Advent.  
Please let Jo know which session you will attend by phoning 01284 
755730 or email jo@donlevyfamily.co.uk 

VOLUNTEERS TO READ AT SATURDAY EVENING MASS are urgently 
needed.  Please speak to or email Fr Mark! 

DEBUT CONCERT OF LIFT CHOIR: 
‘REMEMBER’: A CONCERT OF LOSS, LOVE  & HOPE 

For anyone who has lost someone any time, any place. Thursday 30th November 
19.00 at St Mary’s Church. £12 adults, £8 children, includes refreshments. Tickets 
booked via www.justgiving.com/lift2017. Any remainder will be sold on the door.    
Proceeds to support palliative care at West Suffolk Hospital and a patient choir. 
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not all those who go to church every Sunday, actually have that burning desire to 
have a close encounter or relationship with God, just as Jesus saw in Zacchaeus.  
 

Jesus is always ready for an encounter with each and every one of us.  He is not 
interested in our past- who we used to be or how people see us, He is only interest-
ed in giving us a new life. Just like Zacchaeus, Jesus also sees us as Sons of Abra-
ham, sons of God and He has come to seek and save us from our fallen nature. He 
has not come to condemn us like the world, but has come to save us. The doors of 
salvation have been opened by his precious blood, we should therefore like Zac-
chaeus, not allow anything to stop us from approaching the throne of mercy. Are you 
ready to encounter Him this week?  
 

Jesus, as I read about Zacchaeus, I think of my own selfishness. Sometimes I 
am impatient with people, despairing of people for whom you died. Forgive me 
for my lack of vision. Help me to see you at work in people around me. Help 
me to be willing to risk whatever reputation I have to join in your search and 
rescue campaign. I long to see your salvation shine more brightly through me. 
In your holy name, I pray. Amen.  

Fr Alvan   (fralvanibe @yahoo.com)  

‘THEOLOGY ON TAP’.  

It is hoped that a new parish group can be set up if there are 
any young adults aged between 20 and 30  who would like 
to meet up on a weekly basis for a social get together. 
Please get in touch with Louise Green on 724125 if you are 
interested. 

FAITH CLUB 
Friday 10th November  15.30-16.30  in the Crypt.  

The new Six week programme  for Years 1,2,3,4,5 and 6  
 to learn, to understand and to celebrate our faith.  

If you wish your child to join please let us know by       
contacting Hedwige  07774 068052. 

Next, and last meeting of the term: Friday 8th December 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019 IN PANAMA.  The Diocese is taking a group from East 
Anglia, joining with thousands of other young Catholics from across the world, for a 
week of pilgrimage culminating in Mass with Pope Francis. Come and find out more 
at our launch in Newmarket Parish Centre (14 Exeter Rd, CB8 8LT) on Youth Sun-
day 26th November starting at 13.00 (pleased bring  a packed lunch) and ending at 
16.30 after Mass. You need to be 17+ by September 1st 2018 to be eligible to come.  

Warning, World Youth Day has changed people’s lives and could change yours! 

 

  THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY 19th NOVEMBER 
 

10.30 CIVIC MASS FOR ST. EDMUND’S DAY 
 ALL are welcome to this special annual event in the presence of the Mayor and 
 members of the St Edmundsbury Council. 
 

12.30 FESTAL LUNCH IN THE CRYPT: EVERYONE IS INVITED: 
 St Edmund’s Ale Stew with crusty bread, followed by apple strudel. No ticket  needed, 
 just turn up! Donations would be appreciated. All very welcome. 
  

20.00 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open.  
 

MONDAY 20th NOVEMBER 
 

18.30 DEANERY MASS FOR ST EDMUND’S DAY  -   No 07.30 Mass today 
20.00 - 21.30 ENCOUNTER JESUS - Come and spend some time with Jesus in the  Blessed 
 Sacrament in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Enjoy 45 minutes of praise followed by 
 45 minutes of quiet adoration. All are welcome to come and pray in a relaxed           
 atmosphere for the whole time or just a few minutes - whatever you can manage.     
 Details from Clare  07868 371557. 
 

WEDNESDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 
 

16.30 CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meet in the Presbytery 
 

THURSDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 
19.30 CHOCOLATE CHURCH for years 7 & 8 in the Crypt,  £3, come along 
 make chocolates and share faith and friendship. 20 places available. To 
 book a place contact Anita Fildes anitaildes@gmail.com or 07530 658943 
 (Let us know if you are gluten, nut, soya or dairy  free) 
 
 

18.00 RECEPTION of Fr Bill Mason into church. 
. 

19.30 REQUIEM MASS for Fr Bill Mason 
 

FRIDAY 24th NOVEMBER     
 
 
 

11.30 REQUIEM MASS for Fr Bill Mason. No 09.30 Mass, no Mass at Lawshall. 
 

19.45 SPUC meeting in the Crypt. 
 

20.00 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open.   
 

SATURDAY 25th NOVEMBER 
 

16.00 ST EDMUND’S YOUTH MINISTRY Get Together. In the Crypt. Ages 14+ are all 
 welcome. Bring a friend. Getting to know each other, shared food, music, games and 
 film show. 
19.00 PIZZA EVENING after 18.00 Mass in the Crypt. £1 per slice, free doughnuts.  
 All welcome. 
 

19.30 ST EDMUND’S DAY DINNER at Bury Golf Club. 
 

19.30 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open. . 
 



 THE WORD OF GOD                                       Matthew  25:14-30 
 

14 Jesus spoke this parable to his          
disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
man on his way abroad who summoned 
his servants and entrusted his property to 
them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to a third one; each in        
proportion to his ability. Then he set out.  
19 ‘Now a long time after, the master of 
those servants came back and went 
through his accounts with them. 20 The 
man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” he 
said, “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.” 21 
His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you 
can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your 
master’s happiness.” 22 Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he 
said, “you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” 23 
His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you 
can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your 
master’s happiness.” 24 Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” 
said he, “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered; 25 so I was afraid, and I went off and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” 26 But his     
master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where 
I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? 27 Well then, you should 
have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have         
recovered my capital with interest. 28 So now, take the talent from him and give it to 
the man who has the five talents. 29 For to everyone who has will be given more, 
and he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. 30 As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into 
the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’  
 
REFLECTION 
This is a slightly shortened version of the parable of the talents. It comes in the last 
of the five major speeches of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. The focus is on the 
end of time and the question of how we have used our talents.  
 

As we draw towards the end of the liturgical year these are the questions which the 
liturgy inspires. Next week we shall hear how the discourse continues with Jesus’ 
description of the judgement. Ultimately, we shall all be judged on love.  

 
Am I grateful for the gifts and opportunities given me?  
 

Do I use my talents, whatever they are, to live out the commandment of love?  
 

We pray for acceptance of who we are and the generosity to give whatever we have.  
 

We thank God for the example of self-giving of Jesus.   
 

Reflections on the Sunday  Gospels, written by Fr. Adrian Graffy  

WEEKLY FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR YOUTH 
Theme:  Encounter with Jesus (III) 

 

With joy, I welcome you dear friends to the thirty third Sunday in the ordinary time of 
the Church’s year. We are gradually coming to the end of the Church’s year as we 
will soon enter into the joyful season of Advent.  
 

We continue with our theme for this month which is “Encounter with Jesus”. This 
week, we will look at the encounter a man known as Zacchaeus had with Jesus in 
Luke 19:1-10. This story makes it clear to us that an encounter with Jesus, does not 
only led to physical healing, but also spiritual, emotional, psychological and all round 
healing. It depends on what one wants and is in need of.  
 

Zacchaeus was in need of spiritual healing and having heard about Jesus and the 
wonderful works He has been doing, He thought within himself that this man may 
offer him what he is searching for. Being a tax collector, he had a bad reputation 
among the people. This is because tax collectors are considered as the worst sin-
ners. They were the most unpopular people in Israel. Jews by birth, they chose to 
work for Rome and were considered traitors. Besides, it was a common knowledge 
that tax collectors were making themselves rich by gouging their fellow Jews. No 
wonder the people muttered when Jesus offered to go home with the tax collector 
Zacchaeus.  
 

Though he knew he has a bad reputation, it did not deter him from desiring to en-
counter Jesus. Even though there were a lot of obstacles to prevent this encounter, 
but because he had that desire to just see what this man Jesus looks like, he did 
everything possible to rise above these obstacles. He was not bothered about what 
people will say about him for coming to see this righteous man Jesus, himself being 
a stinking sinner. Even when faced with the greatest obstacle, the crowd , which 
made it almost impossible to see Jesus, he decided to do something which for some 
people will consider shameful for a man of his status- he climbed the sycamore tree. 
Imagine what it looks like for the prime minister to climb a tree just to have a glimpse 
of what the queen looks like. Jesus was moved by the burning desire He saw in this 
man. Remember there was a crowd, but out of this crowd, the faith of one man at-
tracted Jesus. It is not actually all those that claim to be Christians or believe in God, 


