
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Wednesday after 10.00 Mass; Saturday 10.30—11.00 & by appointment 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

 Saturday 21st April   (first Mass of Sunday) 
 18.00  St Edmund’s  Tom Keane † 

 

 Sunday 22nd April      4th Sunday of Easter   (p670)  
 08.30  St Edmund’s  Bob Scarlett † 

 10.30    St Edmund’s  For the Parish 

 10.30  Our Lady’s, Lawshall Lydia Meakins † 

  18.00  St Edmund’s  Stella Ferdinand † 
 

 Monday 23rd April     FEAST OF ST. GEORGE  
 07.30  St Edmund’s  Robert & Jill Carsen † 
 

 Tuesday 24th April   Easter Feria 
 08.40  St. Edmund’s  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

 09.30  St Edmund’s  Pat Cottrell † 

 09.30  Our Lady’s, Lawshall Michael Dove † 
 

 Wednesday 25th April  FEAST OF ST. MARK 
 10.00  St Edmund’s  Patrick McGarry †  

 10.30  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions 

 

 Thursday 26th April  Easter Feria 
 19.30  St Edmund’s  Leonel Jose’s Intention 
 

 Friday 27th April   Easter Feria 
 NO MASS at ST EDMUND’S 

 10.15  Lawshall   James & Brenda Differ † 
 

 Saturday 28th April   Our Lady on Saturday 
 10.00  St Edmund’s  Catherine Sparrow † 

 
 
 

 

MASSES AT ‘MONTANA’ GREAT BARTON 
 

Sunday 10.30;  Monday - Saturday  08.15;  
 
 

FORTHCOMING SPECIAL LANGUAGE MASSES 
 

Saturday 5th May  Malayalam Mass at 15.30 at St Edmund’s. 

Saturday 19th May Polish Mass at 16.00 at St Edmund’s. 
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Sunday 22nd April 2018 - 4th Sunday of Easter - Year B 
 

PASTORAL LETTER OF 
BISHOP ALAN HOPES 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  2018 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Jesus, our Good Shepherd was crucified, but God raised him from the dead. Our Good Shepherd 
knows each one of us personally and he calls us by our name. His gentle voice calls to us in the      
deepest part of our hearts and souls. He invites us to come to him and to be close to him. 
 

Because we are his friends he calls us to share in his humble service of his people. Each one of us is 
called for some special service for our Lord. Each one of us has a unique calling, a unique vocation 
from Jesus.  
 

There are many ways in which we can serve the Lord and his people. Listen to God’s still small voice in 
your hearts and minds. What is Christ calling you to be and to do for him?  the Church and the world 
need the special witness of deacons and that of men and women consecrated to the religious life. The 
Church and the world need people to commit themselves to each other in holy matrimony. Married or 
single, we are all called to be a living sign of God’s loving presence in our world. This is our first and 
our most important vocation. 
 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday. Today we focus on the specific vocation, the unique call, to be a 
priest. Our Risen Lord is always with us as our head and Shepherd, teaching us, feeding us, and      
uniting us with God and with each other. It is above all through the work of his priests that Jesus ena-
bles the continuing work of his visible Presence among us.  
 

The priest is the living sign and instrument of Jesus the Good Shepherd. Through the priest, and     
especially through his preaching of the Word and the celebration of the Sacraments, Jesus himself 
touches our lives in our times of trouble or sorrow, our times of joy and celebration. In all of this the 
priest must, of course, work closely with the whole Catholic community. But, however much we involve 
everyone at the heart of the Church’s life and mission, the ministry of the priest is irreplaceable.  
 

No Christian community can really be the Church without a priest. If there is no priest, then something 
vital is missing, for the Mass, which is the summit and source of all we do and are as the Church, can 
no longer be at the centre of our lives. Our Diocese is blessed with a great body of dedicated priests. 
We need to ensure that when they retire their ministry and service is taken on by other men dedicated 
to the same service.  
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PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISH 
 

FOR OUR SICK: Sue & Tony Aldous, Jane Bird, Imelda Brown, Ann Campbell, Gerald Curry, 
Pat Dowson, Bea Edgar, Helen Edrupt, Nicolette Finch, Malcolm & Janis Fincham Jacques, 
Sr Flora, Marion Fitzgibbons, Teresa Gleeson, Rita Grimer, David Higgins, Patti Hickson, 
Donald Hunt, Priscilla Lupton, Francis Nisbett, Dee Peters, Richard Reid, Bernard Reynolds, 
Claire Robinson, Mary de Roeper, David Smeeth-Cardy, Evelyn Stirling, Yohanan Suraj,    
Jason Stronza, Shelagh Szulc, Robin Taylor, Susan Toole, John Triggs, Tim Udall, Robert 
Watkinson, Pauline Wells, Romayne Wright, Jim Whyte. May the Lord bring them comfort and 
healing.   
 

 

FOR GEORGE TALBOTT, SR MARY MURRAY SSL & CHRIS HARDING WHO 
DIED RECENTLY  & THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES ARE AT THIS TIME.      
Samuel Dobbyn, Mary Smith, James Gavan, Sarah Keywood, Sylvia Thomas, Alan Limmer, 
Anne Marks, Pam Franklin, Rosina Norman, Graham Matthews, Lucy Collins, William        
Penfold, Margaret Cecil, Zygmunt Leczycki, Edward Riches, Ethel Stenson, Vera Conyers, 
Robert Scarlett, Margaret Dyer, Cecily Crofton-Sleigh, George O’Neill, May Street, Kathy 
Colosimo, Thomas Gethings. 

 

At the moment we have twelve seminarians studying for the priesthood. Four of them will be ordained 
as deacons in June and, please God, as priests next year.  We hope that a new priest will also be    
ordained this July. This is good news indeed and we thank God for this wonderful gift. But we need 
more men to hear God’s call and to respond with generosity and sacrificial love. Perhaps someone 
here today should be asking themselves the question: Is Jesus calling me to be his priest? Am I willing 
to allow the Risen Lord to take my life and work through me to bring his love to his people? 
 

I can assure you that there is no more fulfilling way to spend your life – for to be a priest is to know the 
joy of sharing the Lord’s work as our Good Shepherd. None of us is worthy to be a priest. But God calls 
us all the same. All bishops and priests fail from time to time. We too need God’s forgiveness – but in 
our weakness the Lord is our strength.  
 

If you think that God may be calling you to be a priest, have a word with your parish priest, or contact 
our Diocesan Vocations’ Director, or write directly to me and I will pass your details on to him. This is a 
first step, with no commitment on your part or pressure from anyone else. In making sure that we    
continue to have priests for our Diocese in the future years, each of us has our part to play. 
 

First, we are asked to see such vocations as a blessing from God. So if your son, or brother or friend 
says that he is thinking of becoming a priest please encourage them!  
 

Second, please pray each day for more vocations to the priesthood in the Diocese – especially in times 
of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Offer the Holy Mass for this intention. Pray with the Mother of 
God as you offer a decade of the rosary each day for this intention.   
 

All of us are called to be a living sign of God’s loving Presence in the world. This is our vocation first 
and foremost. May all of us answer the call of the Good Shepherd with a generous and joyful  Yes! 
 

With my good wishes and prayers for you all,  yours devotedly in the Risen Christ, 
Bishop Alan Hopes  

 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018 

 

There will be a coach  going  to  Walsingham  from  the  church  
with a limited number of seats (25). A list is now available to book a 
place. Cost £10 per person.  Last date for booking Monday 30th April. 

THANK YOU for your generosity in the last two weeks week. You 
gave £3224.70 in the collection and £655 in standing orders and 
£345.40 from Lawshall.  
THIS WEEK there is a retiring collection for Priests Training Fund. 

CELEBRATE EAST ANGLIA  -  JUNE 2nd—3rd 2018 
Faith-filled, fun weekend for all ages, combining contemporary Christian music, 
inspirational speakers, workshops, celebration of Mass, children’s and youth   
ministry, and much more. Come and Celebrate your faith!  
See www.celebrateconference.org and click on ‘East Anglia’ for further details. 

Inviting ALL young people in Year 8 upwards to the  
IGNITE FESTIVAL  May 5th – 6th 

Come and experience your faith in a new and dynamic way at 
the Ignite Festival. The weekend will include powerful talks, passionate 
prayer, live music, and lots of fun stuff including sumo suit wrestling! We 
are particularly pleased to welcome Gabby and Paige from the TV show 
Bad     Habits, Holy Orders. Organised by the Diocesan Youth Service. 
See www.ignitefestival.co.uk for more information. 

ST EDMUND’S LADIES GROUP 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 1st May at 19.30 in the Crypt.  Deacon Alan 
McMahon will be speaking about his ministry as Prison Chaplain.  All welcome. 

Marriage and Family Life Coordinator: An opportunity has arisen within the 

diocese for the role of MFL coordinator.  Duties include managing programmes of support 
such as marriage preparation and marriage enrichment, organisation of the Annual Mar-
riage Celebration Mass, and involves working  with parishes and other diocesan depart-
ments.  Average of 20 hours per week to include occasional Saturdays, at £13 per hour, 
based at home.  For more information contact Kerry Urdzik on mflc@rcdea.org.uk or 
01473 251301 
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WEEKLY FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR YOUTH  
Theme:  Hard to accept, but raw truth. 

With joy I welcome you dear friends in Christ to the fourth Sunday of Easter. Remember 
the message of resurrection is for us all and we have been commissioned just as the 
disciples were, to bring this good news to those who have not heard it or those who have 
heard it but have refused to accept it. Don’t not be put off by how they will react when you 
talk about this good news, always reply on the Holy Spirit because He is the one that 
convicts of sins. 
You may be wondering what I am up to this week with the theme above. Well, the fact is 
that there are certain truths we find difficult to accept even when it is apparent. One thing 
is sure in life, no one wants to be uncomfortable. Nobody wants stress. We all want to be 
comfortable and relaxed. We want things to happen exactly the way we them to happen. 
That is the reason why when things begin to happen against our will, we start getting con-
fused and frustrated. Even as Christians, most of the time we believe God is in control 
when everything is going our way. We are getting good breaks. Business is up. The fami-
ly is happy. The kids are making good grades. We are in good health, etc. We know God 
is directing our steps. Life is good. 
But here is the raw truth: “Having faith doesn’t exempt us from difficulties. The storms of 
life come to every person. We get a bad medical report. A friend or close relative betrays 
us. Business takes a downturn. In the difficult times its’s easy to think, “, where are you? 
How could you let this happen to me? But just know it that the same God who is in con-
trol in the good times is just as in control in the rough times. God will not allow storm un-
less He has a divine purpose for it. God never said He would prevent every difficulty, but 
He did promise He would use every difficulty. That is the reason why we must not grum-
ble or feel low when difficulties rise up against us. When we trust the all-powerful God 
who always has a perfect plan for us, He will always through those things work out some-
thing perfect for us. So just be aware that nothing happen unknown to God. If he allows, it 
is for a reason, in as much as He won’t come down to explain things to us. All He wants 
from us is absolute trust and dependence on Him. 
Do you know that sometimes, to succeed in life you need ENEMIES....? Yes!!! It may be 
hard to accept but it is true. You need people who will mock you, so that you can run to 
God. You need people who will try to intimidate you, so that you can be courageous. You 
need people who will say "NO" so that you can learn how to be independent...I mean how 
to do it yourself. You need people who will disappoint you so that you can put all your 
trust in God alone. But sometimes, when we are disappointed, we feel very bad and we 
tend to remain on that spot. Not knowing that the end-point of disappointment is the be-
ginning of your accomplishments. If we open our eyes very well, we will see that in every 
disappointment, there is a blessing in waiting. So, when disappointments come, thank 
God for it and tell "HIM" to open your eyes to see the new blessing that HE has for you! 
Don’t be afraid of disappointments and difficulties of life and allow them distract you. Ra-
ther, absolutely trust on God who is worthy to turn every disappointment to blessing and 
sorrows to Joy. Have a blessed week ahead. 

Fr Alvan fralvanibe@yahoo.com)   

 

THIS WEEK 
SATURDAY 21st APRIL 
 

19.00 PIZZA & DOUGHNUTS AFTER MASS  You are invited to 
 the Crypt after the evening Mass to enjoy Pizza (£1/slice) 
 and free doughnuts and, of course, one another’s company! ALL WELCOME! 
 

SUNDAY 22nd APRIL 
10.30 MASS IN HONOUR OF ST. WOJCIECH 

 

Celebrate with our Polish Community at this special Mass 
followed by Polish food provided by our Polish chef, Piotr, 
and entertainment in the Crypt to which all are welcome. 
 

20.00 - 23.00 ST EDMUND’S SOCIAL CLUB in the Crypt. Bar open. Bingo 20.00 
 

WEDNESDAY 25th APRIL  
 
 

16.30 CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meet in the Presbytery. All welcome. 
 

16.30  RECEPTION INTO CHURCH OF CHRIS HARDING RIP 
 

19.00—21.00 WHO IS THIS MAN? COURSE in the Crypt - Come and rediscover or 

deepen your relationship with Jesus, Saviour and friend?   Bring a friend and 
experience anew the joy of the gospel.  There will be a 15 minute  interval, so 
feel free to bring goodies to share! 
 

 
 

THURSDAY 26th APRIL 
 

11.00  REQUIEM MASS for CHRIS HARDING RIP at St. Edmund’s. 
 

FRIDAY 27th APRIL 
 

15.30  -  16.30  FAITH CLUB in the Crypt. The new Six week  
 programme for Years 1,2,3,4,5 and 6  to learn, to understand 
 and to celebrate our faith.  If you wish your child to join please 
 let us know by contacting Anji 01284 704441, Hedwige  07774 
 068052 or Nadin on 07479 685367 

 

SATURDAY 28th APRIL 
 

16.00 ST. EDMUND’S YOUTH MINISTRY in the Presbytery. 
 

19.00 FILIPINO EVENING of  ENTERTAINMENTin the Crypt.  
 Buffet of traditional food, music, karaoke.  Tickets £10 (children £5)  
 available from the Presbytery.  Please fill in a form available 
 from the porch and hand it in at the Presbytery along with pay
 ment.  ALL PROCEEDS TO PARISH FUNDS. 



 

THE WORD OF GOD                           
John 10:11-18 11  
 

Jesus said: 'I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd is one who lays down his life 
for his sheep. 12 The hired man, since he is 
not the shepherd and the sheep do not be-
long to him, abandons the sheep and runs 
away as soon as he sees a wolf coming, and 
then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; 
13 this is because he is only a hired man and 
has no concern for the sheep. 14 I am the 
good shepherd; I know my own and my own 

know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for my sheep. 16 And there are other sheep I have that are 
not of this fold, and these I have to lead as well. They too will listen to my 
voice, and there will be only one flock and one shepherd. 17 The Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No 
one takes it from me; I lay it down of my own free will, and as it is in my 
power to lay it down, so it is in my power to take it up again; and this is 
the command I have been given by my Father.'  
 

Other readings: Acts 4:8-12 Psalm 117 (118) 1 John 3:1-2  
 

Reflection: 
The description of Jesus as a shepherd adopts an image which is often used in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. The shepherds of Palestine provided for their sheep in 
so many varied ways that the image was used of the loving care of God for the 
people. In the Fourth Gospel the same image is elaborated in new ways. Jesus 
is the good shepherd who gives his very life for his sheep. He contrasts his 
commitment to the sheep with the behaviour of the hired ones who flee at the 
first hint of danger. Jesus was fearless in the face of death in order to save his 
sheep. Jesus knows the sheep. His knowledge of them, his familiarity with 
them as he enfolds them in his loving care, reflects the close relationship      
between the Father and the Son.  
The image of the shepherd is developed here with an extraordinary richness. 
He will bring new members into his fold. The flock of Jesus Christ is not com-
posed only of those who were first called. The mission of the followers of Jesus 
is limited by no boundaries of race, nation or origin. The unity of all the children 

 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? If you are, PLEASE let  us know  other-wise the 

Chaplain will not know you are there; the only way we can find you is if you tell us, so 
please let us know if you would like a visit. If you or one of your relatives needs a 
priest in  emergency, i.e. imminent danger death, please ask a member of staff to ring 
the switchboard & bleep the Catholic Chaplain. We have the pager with us at all times.   

FEAST OF ST. WOJCIECH—SUNDAY 22nd APRIL 2018 
TODAY, as a parish, we celebrate the Feast of St. Wojciech, whose statue 
was kindly donated by the Polish community last year.  It is an opportunity 
not only to celebrate the life and witness of this courageous Evangelist and 
Martyr, but also the presence of the Polish community in our midst and their 
contribution to our life as a parish and as a town. 
We welcome the Polish Chaplain, Fr. Wiesław, and thank him for his minis-
try among us.. 
 

The Polish community invite you ALL to join them afterwards in the Crypt 
and savour some Polish delicacies prepared by our Polish Chef, Piotr. 

PARISH AGM  -  SUNDAY 29th APRIL 19.30 
Parishioners are warmly invited to the Parish AGM. There are TWO   
vacancies on the Parish Council. If you would like to nominate       
someone then  please see Fr Mark for a nomination form. 

of God is the goal of his coming and of his saving death and resurrection. Our 
passage ends with a focus on the Lord's free and generous self-giving. In doing 
the Father's will he shows the power of his love, which is fully displayed in his 
rising to new life. The Good Shepherd is risen indeed, and shares his new life 
with us.  
 

Do I value my place in the flock of the good shepherd?  
Do I do what I can to attract others to receive new life from the Risen Lord?  
Let us pray for all pastors of the Church that they may truly imitate the Good 
Shepherd.  
Let us pray that all those called to priesthood may respond with courage and 
generosity.  
 

 

 Reflections on the Sunday  Gospels, written by Fr. Adrian  Graffy 

THE CRYPT SESSIONS  -  DJ nights in the Crypt, Westgate Street, Saturday 5th May 
19.30—23.30. £3 entry all proceeds to charity. Details from  l.green125@btinternet.com  


