
 

wear white cassock in Nigeria and not black, mainly because of the weather). Once the 
time for the visitor to come draws near, all of us will come out from the hostel and line up 
in order to welcome our visitor. But it has actually happened on few occasions that we all 
waited in vain for whoever the visitor might have been, only to be told that he or she can’t 
make it due to an unforeseen circumstance. You can imagine how disappointing and 
frustrating it can be, especially when this happened during exam time. You will have 
wasted the time you would have used to read a page or more. Human beings cannot 
always be trusted, circumstances can always change.  
 

But in this season of advent, we are waiting and expecting the most important personality 
in the whole world. Are we getting prepared for His coming? How    important is He for 
you and your family? How important someone is to you, will always bring about the type 
of preparation you will make for the person. But    remember, the one whom the whole 
world is waiting for is worthy to be trusted. He is worth waiting for and no one who waits 
for Him will be disappointed or frustrated. No one actually knows when His coming again 
will be, not even the angels in heaven. He wants us not to be too bothered about when it 
will be, but to always be prepared. So our preparation should not end with the celebration 
of Christmas. He wants us to be ready and prepared at all times, so that His coming will 
not be sudden for us.  
 

How do we prepare for this great coming of this great king? It is lovely to get our homes, 
churches and work places beautifully decorated. This is an aspect of the preparation. But 
the most important preparation is the spiritual preparation. God is more interested in us 
decorating our hearts which is where He wants to come into. John the Baptist preaches 
repentance as the most important preparation (Mark 1:1-8, Luke 3:1-17, Matt 3:1-3).   
Repentance means doing an about-face - a 180-degree turn-from the kind of self-
centeredness that leads to wrong actions such as lying, cheating, stealing, gossiping, 
taking revenge, abusing, and indulging in sexual immorality. A person who repents stops 
rebelling and begins following God’s way of living prescribed in his word. The first step in 
turning to God is to admit our sin, as John urged. Then God will receive us and help us 
live the way he wants. We must remember that only God can get rid of sin in our lives. He 
doesn’t expect us to clean up our lives before we come to him. Just come to Him the way 
you are, and then acknowledge that you need help, He will make you whole again. Then 
when He comes again, He will find your heart a fitting dwelling place to be. Are you     
prepared for His coming?    
 

Join me in this prayer, “Heavenly father, I give my heart to you! Through your Holy 
Spirit, make my soul into a spring of living water united to your son, Jesus, Amen.  
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St Edmund Youth Ministry: next meeting will be on 17th December at 16.30 
in the Crypt. There will be exchange of Christmas gifts, so come along with 
your own gift. More details about the meeting will be communicated soon.  
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Sunday 11th December 2016 - GAUDETE SUNDAY  
 

AN INVITATION FROM POPE FRANCIS ON ‘GAUDETE’ SUNDAY 
 

A JOY EVER NEW, A JOY WHICH IS SHARED 
 

I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly 
each day. No one should think that this invitation is not meant for him or her, since “no one is      
excluded from the joy brought by the Lord”. The Lord does not disappoint those who take this 
risk; whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realize that he is already there, waiting for 
us with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a       
thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet here I am once more, to renew my covenant with you. 
I need you. Save me once again, Lord, take me once more into your redeeming embrace”. How 
good it feels to come back to him whenever we are lost! Let me say this once more: God never tires 
of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy. Christ, who told us to forgive one 
another “seventy times seven” (Mt 18:22) has given us his example: he has forgiven us seventy 
times seven. Time and time again he bears us on his shoulders. No one can strip us of the     
dignity bestowed upon us by this boundless and unfailing love. With a tenderness which never 
disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy, he makes it possible for us to lift up our heads 
and to start anew. Let us not flee from the resurrection of Jesus, let us never give up, come what will. 
May nothing inspire more than his life, which impels us onwards! 
 

The books of the Old Testament predicted that the joy of salvation would abound in messianic times. 
The prophet Isaiah exultantly salutes the awaited Messiah: “You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy” (9:3). He exhorts those who dwell on Zion to go forth to meet him with song: “Shout 
aloud and sing for joy!” (12:6). The prophet tells those who have already seen him from afar to bring 
the message to others: “Get you up to a high mountain, O herald of good tidings to Zion; lift up your 
voice with strength, O herald of good tidings to Jerusalem” (40:9). All creation shares in the joy of 
salvation: “Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth! Break forth, O mountains, into singing! For 
the Lord has comforted his people, and will have compassion on his suffering ones” (49:13). 
 

Zechariah, looking to the day of the Lord, invites the people to acclaim the king who comes “humble 
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THE WORD OF GOD                                              Matthew 11:2 - 11 
 

2 John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask 
him, 3 'Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?'           
4 Jesus answered, 'Go back and tell John what you hear and see; 5 the blind see again, 
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to 
life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; 6 and happy is the man who does not 
lose faith in me.' 7 As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people 
about John: 'What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the 
breeze? No? 8 Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, 
those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. 9 Then what did you go out for? 
To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: 10 he is the one of 
whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will        
prepare your way before you. 11 I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a 

and riding on a donkey”: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter           
Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he” (9:9). 
Perhaps the most exciting invitation is that of the prophet Zephaniah, who presents God with his 
people in the midst of a celebration overflowing with the joy of salvation. I find it thrilling to reread 
this text: “The Lord, your God is in your midst, a warrior who gives you the victory; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing, as 
on a day of festival” (3:17). 
 

This is the joy which we experience daily, amid the little things of life, as a response to the loving 
invitation of God our Father: “My child, treat yourself well, according to your means… Do not    
deprive yourself of the day’s enjoyment” (Sir 14:11, 14). What tender paternal love echoes in 
these words! 
 

The Gospel, radiant with the glory of Christ’s cross, constantly invites us to rejoice. A few        
examples will suffice. “Rejoice!” is the angel’s greeting to Mary (Lk 1:28). Mary’s visit to Elizabeth 
makes John leap for joy in his mother’s womb (cf. Lk 1:41). In her song of praise, Mary proclaims: 
“My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” (Lk 1:47). When Jesus begins his ministry, John cries out: 
“For this reason, my joy has been fulfilled” (Jn 3:29). Jesus himself “rejoiced in the Holy            
Spirit” (Lk 10:21). His message brings us joy: “I have said these things to you, so that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11). Our Christian joy drinks of the wellspring 
of his brimming heart. He promises his disciples: “You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 
into joy” (Jn 16:20). He then goes on to say: “But I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, 
and no one will take your joy from you” (Jn 16:22). The disciples “rejoiced” (Jn 20:20) at the sight 
of the risen Christ. In the Acts of the Apostles we read that the first Christians “ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts” (2:46). Wherever the disciples went, “there was great joy” (8:8); even 
amid persecution they continued to be “filled with joy” (13:52). The newly baptized eunuch “went 
on his way rejoicing” (8:39), while Paul’s jailer “and his entire household rejoiced that he had     
become a believer in God” (16:34).  

Why should we not also enter into this great stream of joy? 
Evangelii Gaudium nn2-5 

 

greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he is.' 
 

REFLECTION 
Our gospel reading, like that of last Sunday, focuses on John the Baptist, but his 
ministry is now at an end. He is in prison, and martyrdom awaits him. Curiously, 
he seems to have doubts about Jesus being the Messiah. He who was so       
confident in proclaiming the one who was to come now seems confused. How 
can we explain John's uncertainty? A major feature of the preaching of John the 
Baptist was the coming of judgement. As we heard in last week's gospel, John 
expected the Messiah to bring retribution, to separate the chaff from the wheat 
and to consign the chaff to fire. John must learn that the way of Jesus is different: 
he brings healing and life, and good news for all. This gospel reading has a    
powerful message for us. If it was indeed difficult for John to come to terms with 
the gospel of mercy, it may well be difficult for us to come to terms with the      
extraordinary love of God, who offers forgiveness to all. The gospel challenges us 
to accept in our minds and hearts that the Son of God brings forgiveness, and 
that the only thing which can deny us salvation and eternal life is our own refusal 
to be forgiven and loved. The one who is least in the kingdom of heaven knows 
this, and is 'greater than John’.  
 

Am I willing to accept the good news of forgiveness for myself and for others?  
 

'Happy are those who do not lose faith in me.' Do I trust the words of Jesus?  
 

Let us pray for all those who consider themselves worthless and undeserving of 
love.  
 

Let us pray for those who preach a god of retribution that they may know God's 
compassion.   

WEEKLY FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR YOUTH    
Theme:  Preparing the way for His coming 

 

With joy and gladness I welcome you my beloved friends to the 3rd Sunday in the 
season of Advent. Christmas is fast approaching and in a few weeks from now, 
we shall be celebrating with great joy, the greatest gift of God to humanity, which 
is the gift of his only precious and beloved son. All that Jesus accomplished for us 
by sending His only son was out of love for us all (John 3:16)  
 

I remember the days back in the seminary. Any day we are having a visit from an 
important personality, be it a bishop, cardinal, governor of the state or any other 
government official, there will always be a great preparation. The whole          
compound will be kept in a “tip-top clean form”, as they used to tell us. Every 
seminarian in school will have to appear on his immaculate white cassock (we 


