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among devout Jews that good things will always happen to good people and misfortune 
was customised for evil people. But this belief was totally incompatible with Job’s         
experience. It is true that sometimes we suffer consequences of bad choices we have 
made in life, but some tragedies that come our way may not have anything to do with evil 
conduct. In Job’s case, he was a victim of a spiritual contest. Satan was trying to prove to 
God that he did not really have any trusted friend who could stand by him come what 
may. However, God demonstrated to him that there is someone He could trust after all  -  
the man Job. This was not clear to Job either, yet he stood firm and surrendered to God in 
spite of everything. This is the childlikeness, that Jesus speaks about in the gospel - that 
unflinching confidence in God come what may, absolute trust and dependence on Him, 
even when it becomes so difficult to do so.  
 

A child-like attitude is openness, flexibility, that willingness to explore and the   
patience to live with absurdities that life often throws at us, convinced that we 
serve a God who is all powerful and all loving and will always keep his own part of 
the bargain come what may. This child-like trust launches us into the reign of 
peace and unspeakable joy deep within, even when the tempest rages and dark-
ness refuses to lift. When we hold on to God by having this child-like trust in Him, 
then even at the darkest moments of our lives, we will like Job in Job 19:25, ex-
claim with Joy, “For I know that my Redeemer and vindicator lives, and at last 
He (the last one) will stand upon the earth”. I want you to say this prayer with 
me in the silence of your heart, Dear Jesus, Make me a child once again. Teach 
me to trust when I no longer understand, to hang on when I find no meaning, 
to remain steadfast in my quest when I find no fruit. Restore to me Lord my 
child-hood. Amen.           God bless you.       FR ALVAN   fralvanibe@yahoo.com  
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 Sunday 2nd October 2016 — 27th Sunday of the Year  -  Year C  

Get Hands On  
this Harvest  

and transform lives in Bolivia 
 

Life on the Altiplano is harsh 
Nicanora is a 32-year-old mum of four, who lives on the 
Bolivian Altiplano – an area of arid plain high in the      
Andes mountains. Up here the burning sun can give way 
to heavy hailstorms, destroying the crops Nicanora 
spends so long cultivating.  But with your help, Nicanora 
is about to take an extraordinary journey that will transform her life. 
 

The grand plan to transform a community from poverty to plenty 
Our experts are ready with their plans for the Hands On Altiplano project. They will help 
Nicanora and many in this community to install piping and a tap for irrigation; build a     
wormery, which will produce compost to give crops all the nutrients they need; and build a 
vegetable garden and a greenhouse, to shelter her vegetables from the harsh environment. 
Nicanora wants to get to work. All that she needs now is your support. 
Nicanora needs you beside her at every step of the way, so please get hands on either by 
making a regular donation or by making a one off donation as part of CAFOD Harvest Fast 
day on Friday 7th October.  
 

Your Hands On journey 
If you do sign up to Hands On, you will hear from the communities on the Altiplano for the 
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THE WORD OF GOD           Luke 17: 5-10 
 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, 'Increase our faith.' 6 The 
Lord replied, 'Were your faith the size of a mustard seed 
you could say to this mulberry tree, "Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea", and it would obey you. 7 'Which of 
you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep, would say 
to him when he returned from the fields, "Come and have 
your meal immediately"? 8 Would he not be more likely to 
say, "Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy and wait on 
me while I eat and drink. You can eat and drink yourself 
afterwards"? 9 Must he be grateful to the servant for doing 
what he was told? 10 So with you: when you have done all you have been told to do, 
say, "We are merely servants: we have done no more than our duty".'  
 

Other readings: Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 Psalm 94 (95) 2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14  
 

REFLECTION 
We continue reading teachings of Jesus as he makes his way to Jerusalem. There are 
two themes in these verses: faith and service. In both cases Jesus seems to be giving a 
warning about great expectations in the life of discipleship. We are not called upon to be 
high achievers in the life of faith and love.  
 

We are not told why the apostles suddenly ask Jesus to help their lack of faith. Jesus' 
reply is striking and hardly encouraging. The   mustard seed, as Jesus teaches else-
where, is the smallest of the seeds. Astonishingly, Jesus implies that the apostles do not 
have faith even that small. If they did, then they could do extraordinary wonders. Perhaps 
what Jesus is teaching is that faith is part of a completely different order, in which       
different rules apply. The desire for faith, the sense that one's faith needs to increase, is     
already something precious. The presence of God in a person's life is more important 

entirety of their two-year project. We will keep you updated on the project as and when 
things happen, via post and email, so that you understand exactly where your money is 
going and how you have transformed the landscape here. 
After the Altiplano project finishes we will introduce you to a new project. And once again 
you’ll follow the work from start to completion. You can opt out of communications and 
pause or cancel your Direct Debit at any time. 
 

Get hands on today and support a community to lift themselves out of poverty 
This is an ambitious project across the Altiplano and the transformation won’t happen 
overnight, so please consider making a regular donation to join Nicanora and her       
neighbours on their journey. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

 
than striving for a deeper faith.  
 

A short parable follows. The true disciple is to look upon himself as a 'useless servant'. 
This is the literal translation of verse 10. This would surely have sounded strange to many 
of the disciples of Jesus. Once again the words of Jesus are challenging. Is it right that 
we should Consider whatever we do simply as a duty? The point here is to realise that 
God does not demand huge achievements from us. To seek to serve is all that is         
necessary, for Jesus himself came to serve and not to be served. The love of God in a 
person's life is far more important than striving for great achievements even in the service 
of God.  
 

Does faith in God lie at the very heart of my life?  
 

Am I content to be a 'useless servant'?  
 

Let us pray for openness to the words of Jesus, especially when they challenge us and 
perplex us.  
 

Let us pray for the gifts of true faith and true love.  
 

Reflections on the Sunday Gospels, written by Fr. Adrian Graffy  

WEEKLY FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR YOUTH    
Theme: Having a child-like trust in God in times of trouble!!  

 

With joy I welcome you beloved friends to the 27th Sunday of the Church’s calendar.           
I have noticed that it is getting cold again. Can someone please tell me it’s not winter 
again around the corner. Well, like Job said in Job 2:10, “shall we accept (only) good at 
the hand of God and shall we not accept (also) misfortune and what is of bad      
nature?”(Amplified Bible) We thank God for a good summer, and as we gradually        
welcome winter, we also thank Him in anticipation. For those of us who don’t really enjoy 
winter, “Don’t worry it shall come to pass”. Just prepare to take good care of yourselves to 
avoid catching cold. God is always there for us. Amen. I can see someone smiling       
already. Keep smiling, it’s good for your face. 
 

Sometimes life indeed can be cruel to us. At such moments, we may begin to doubt if 
God actually exists at all. If He exists, why should He just keep quiet and allow all this to 
happen to me or my loved ones? Guess you might have asked that question at some time  
or maybe still asking? Also in such moments, we may lose our trust in God and give up 
on Him. But wait a minute, have you heard about this man called Job in the bible? Maybe 
I will give you an assignment of reading up the book of Job in the bible and then feel free 
to tell me what you think about him. I don’t think there is any other person in the scriptures 
that actually suffered in the manner he did. 
Job’s suffering appeared senseless and inexplicable. In one day he lost everything he 
had laboured for and held so dear — his wealth and all his children. There is this teaching 


